Report from Welfare Contact Training
held 5th October 2011 at Sir Philip Knight Suite, PMAS, Lichfield.
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Useful Information – Contacts, etc.

Powers of Attorney
£200 + VAT, and £125 for registration

Caroline Harrington, Thompsons Solicitors www.thompsons.law.co.uk . is retained by NARPO.

Covers our area and will visit any location and write out Powers of Attorney for up to 18 people.
(Can also be done on line)
Lichfield Alzheimer’s Society – www.alzheimers.org.uk; Jean Dutton and researchers@alzheimers.org.uk Matt Murray

· Local society will provide all the assistance you would need for a diagnosis.
· They will also assist with the management of people who have dementia.

· Jean Dutton gave an excellent presentation and discussed the new ‘Dementia Strategy’.

· Nursing care is free, but there are over 100 types of dementia and Alzheimer’s is only one form. They all present themselves differently.  Dementia is damaged brain tissues, but there are no diagnostic tools to identify what form the dementia is.  

· Households with people with dementia are entitled to a 25% reduction in Council Tax.

· Referrals, through the Lichfield Alzheimer’s Society are to specialist consultants 

· Donations, via the Lichfield Branch, to the national fund are welcome.  
Steve Edwards –Switch from RPI to CPI   Judicial review into the switch to CPI will be heard over three days at the Royal Courts of Justice between 25 – 27th October, 2011.
Visit the website. www.narpo.org – for latest on Injury on Duty awards 

Pensions Ombudsman is now looking at it.

43 different forces, with 43 different interpretations; and based on bandings.

It is also included in the Comprehensive Spending Review.

Foundation documents are Two Home Office Circulars 1987 and 2004 and they provide the guidelines and the 1987 HOC talks of ‘cogent reasons’ why injury is separated from the benefits contained with State pensions.

Look at the Anton case (on the NARPO website) this  ‘here and now’ case explains the change.

Various other cases have affected rulings:
POLLARD (West Yorkshire) Change in original diagnosis can only alter degree of disablement.

TURNER (MPS) To revise up or down need a substantial change from last review/last decision.
LAWS (MPS) 2 parts – 1. Win at Police Medical Appeal Board (PMAB); and if no change in qualifying medical condition, cannot reduce.  

They were only reviewing down to save money.  Appeals can now be made against any reductions

Home Office have now decided to postpone PMAB, believed so that they can postpone decision making.

LAWS (MPS) 2. Look at ‘acquisition of new skills’ on website.

HOC 2004 is a toolkit for forces to save money.  Have changed from ‘mean’ to ‘median; average 
PMB also affected by Windsor and Hutton and NARPO will be taking legal advice.

Guidelines have been quoted, but ‘Guidance does not supersede legislation’

Judicial Review about to take place.

Injury Awards and Department for Work and Pensions (DWP)

HO Circular issued owing to the level of injury awards that have increased but pensions have not.

Inland Revenue say ‘incapacity benefit’ is taxable.

Pre 1995 it was non-taxable and an injury was ‘invalidity’ it has now migrated to ‘incapacity’ and is taxable.
Tony WINTRIP Care Home Selection Ltd– Free Service. www.carehomeselection.co.uk
Undertake 

· Care Needs Assessment; and

· Financial Needs Assessment.

· Critical/Substantial for Care Homes;

· Moderate/low for domiciliary care

· Will advise families are what their financial contribution will be, based on Charging for Residential Accommodation Guide (GRAG)

· Can obtain funding for nursery care 
· Discharge Liaison Nurse is the link for financial needs assessment and selection of relevant category of care. (see CRAG)

Chris SPRIGGS, SSAFA (Soldiers, Sailors and Air Force Association) Charity www.ssafa.org
Ex servicemen and women, including TA, only to have done one day’s service to be eligible for charitable donation for welfare/medical needs.  Most popular is the Disablement Facilities Grant for wet rooms and stair lifts – but need to distinguish between ‘need’ and ‘want’.
Notes taken by M Poole, Stafford Sub Branch


